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second coded bit stream into which second header information including, in the same 
layer as the start code of the first kind, a start code of a second kind different from the 
first kind and image coded data encoded in a second coding scheme are multiplexed, 
said image decoding apparatus comprising: 

coding scheme decision means for making a decision as to whether a received 
coded bit stream is the first coded bit stream or the second coded bit stream in 
response to the first header information or to the second header information; 

decoding means for decoding image coding information on the second coding 
scheme included in the second header information by receiving the second coded bit 
stream; and 

setting means for setting, by receiving the first coded bit stream, the image 
coding information on the second coding scheme in response to image coding 
information on the first coding scheme included in the first header information, 

wherein said image decoding apparatus decodes the image coded data included 
in the first coded bit stream or in the second coded bit stream in response to the image 
coding information set by said setting means or in response to the image coding 
information decoded by said decoding means. 

6. (Amended) An image coding apparatus comprising: 

coding means for generating a first coded bit stream by encoding an image 
signal in a first coding scheme; and 
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header information multiplexing means for multiplexing, into the first coded bit 
stream, first header information for ensuring compatibility with a second coded bit 
stream encoded in a second coding scheme, the first header information including a 
start code of a first kind, and second header information of the second coded bit stream 
including, in the same layer as the start code of the first kind, a start code of a second 
kind different from the first kind. 

8. (Amended) An image communications system comprising: 

coding means for generating a first coded bit stream by encoding an image 
signal in a first coding scheme; 

decoding means for decoding a second coded bit stream coded in a second 
coding scheme; and 

coded bit stream converting means for transmitting the first coded bit stream 
received from said coding means to said decoding means, after multiplexing into the 
first coded bit stream first header information for ensuring compatibility, which is 
received from said decoding means, the first header information including a start code 
of a first kind, and second header information of the second coded bit stream including, 
in the same layer as the start code of the first kind, a start code of a second kind 
different from the first kind. 

9. (Amended) A coded bit stream converting apparatus comprising: 
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syntax analyzing means for inputting a first coded bit stream generated in a first 
coding scheme, and for extracting first header information in the first coding scheme 
and image coded data; 

decoding means for decoding the first header information extracted; 

header information setting means for setting and coding second header 
information in a second coding scheme in response to the first header information 
decoded by said decoding means, the first header information including a start code of 
a first kind, and the second header information including, in the same layer as the start 
code of the first kind, a start code of a second kind different from the first kind; and 

multiplexing means for generating a second coded bit stream by multiplexing 
image coded data extracted by said syntax analyzing means with the second header 
information coded by said header information setting means. 

10. (Amended) An image decoding apparatus for decoding a first coded bit 
stream into which first header information including a start code of a first kind and 
image coded data encoded in a first coding scheme are multiplexed, or for decoding a 
second coded bit stream into which second header information including, in the same 
layer as the start code of the first kind, a start code of a second kind different from the 
first kind and image coded data encoded in a second coding scheme are multiplexed, 
said image decoding apparatus comprising: 
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coding scheme decision means for making a decision as to whether a received 

coded bit stream is the first coded bit stream or the second coded bit stream in 

response to the first header information or to the second header information; 

first decoding means for decoding the first header information by receiving the 

first coded bit stream; and 

second decoding means for decoding image coding information on the second 

coding scheme included in the second header information by receiving the second 

coded bit stream, 

wherein said image decoding apparatus decodes, when the coded bit stream 
received is the first coded bit stream, the image coded data included in the first coded 
bit stream in response to the first header information decoded by said first decoding 
means, and decodes, when the coded bit stream received is the second coded bit 
stream, the image coded data included in the second coded bit stream in response to 
the image coding information decoded by said second decoding means. 

11. (Amended) An image decoding apparatus for decoding a first coded bit 
stream into which first header information including a start code specific to the H.263 
coding scheme and image coded data encoded in the H.263 coding scheme are 
multiplexed, or for decoding a second coded bit stream into which second header 
information including a start code specific to the MPEG-4 coding scheme and image 
coded data encoded in the MPEG-4 coding scheme are multiplexed, said image 
decoding apparatus comprising: 
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coding scheme decision means for making a decision as to whether a received 

coded bit stream is the first coded bit stream or the second coded bit stream in 

response to the first header information or to the second header information; 

decoding means for decoding image coding information on the MPEG-4 coding 

scheme included in the second header information by receiving the second coded bit 

stream; and 

setting means for setting, by receiving the first coded bit stream, the image 
coding information on the MPEG-4 coding scheme included in the first header 
information, 

wherein said image decoding apparatus decodes the image coded data included 
in the first coded bit stream or in the second coded bit stream in response to the image 
coding information set by said setting means or in response to the image coding 
information decoded by said decoding means. 
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